Arafat In the eyes of the beholder 1997 – Janet Wallach and John Wallach

Few regions of conflict …………………... (seem) so resistant to peace as the Middle East. When we …………………... (embark) on this project in 1990, nearly fifty years …………………... (go) by with little change. If someone had told us then that five years later Yasser Arafat would return to his ancestral home in Gaza as head of a democratically elected Palestinian government recognized by Israel; that the Jewish nation would withdraw its troops from Gaza and a third of the West Bank, and that the PNC would vote to abrogate its covenant to destroy Israel, we would have found it difficult to believe.

Yet there …………………... (be) more progress in resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the Israeli-Palestinian dispute at its heart, in the last decade than in the entire half century since the creation of Israel. Historians will point to two events as the primary cause: the intifada, the Palestinian uprising in the occupied territories, which …………………... (weaken) Israel politically and ideologically, and the Gulf War, which …………………... (weaken) the Palestinians who …………………... (side) with Iraqi despot Saddam Hussein. Peace finally came to this region, historians will conclude, because the Soviet Union …………………... (collapse), because other radical forces …………………... (be) in retreat and because the Israelis and Palestinians simply …………………... (exhauste) each other and themselves.

But such a shorthand version of history …………………... (fail) to credit the personalities who took the risks required to end decades of hostility and war. When we …………………... (complete) our biography of the PLO leader in 1990, we …………………... (conclude) that despite the widespread abhorrence of him, Yasser Arafat was both capable of and personally committed to finding what he called “a just peace” with Israel. Few …………………... (take) him at his word when, in Geneva in 1988, he publicly …………………... (recognize) Israel’s right to exist and …………………... (renounce) the use of terrorism. Yet in the last seven years he has fulfilled both pledges. He …………………... (use) the new Palestinian police force to crack down on Hamas and other terrorist groups. He …………………... (prove) his desire for peace by dropping demands for a Palestinian state as a precondition for negotiating agreements with Israel. He …………………... (demonstrate) statesmanship by his willingness to postpone resolution of the controversies over Jerusalem, the settlements, refugees and statehood. Above all, he …………………... (show) understanding, even wisdom, in agreeing to the security guarantees that Israel requires in order to withdraw its forces from Gaza and parts of the West Bank.




Arafat In the eyes of the beholder 1997 – Janet Wallach and John Wallach





Few regions of conflict …………………... (have seemed) so resistant to peace as the Middle East. When we …………………... (embarked) on this project in 1990, nearly fifty years …………………... (had gone) by with little change. If someone had told us then that five years later Yasser Arafat would return to his ancestral home in Gaza as head of a democratically elected Palestinian government recognized by Israel; that the Jewish nation would withdraw its troops from Gaza and a third of the West Bank, and that the PNC would vote to abrogate its covenant to destroy Israel, we would have found it difficult to believe.


Yet there …………………... (has been) more progress in resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the Israeli-Palestinian dispute at its heart, in the last decade than in the entire half century since the creation of Israel. Historians will point to two events as the primary cause: the intifada, the Palestinian uprising in the occupied territories, which …………………... (weakened) Israel politically and ideologically, and the Gulf War, which …………………... (weakened) the Palestinians who …………………... (sided) with Iraqi despot Saddam Hussein. Peace finally came to this region, historians will conclude, because the Soviet Union …………………... (collapsed), because other radical forces …………………... (were) in retreat and because the Israelis and Palestinians simply …………………... (exhausted) each other and themselves.


But such a shorthand version of history …………………... (fails) to credit the personalities who took the risks required to end decades of hostility and war. When we …………………... (completed) our biography of the PLO leader in 1990, we …………………... (concluded) that despite the widespread abhorrence of him, Yasser Arafat was both capable of and personally committed to finding what he called “a just peace” with Israel. Few …………………... (took) him at his word when, in Geneva in 1988, he publicly …………………... (recognized) Israel’s right to exist and …………………... (renounced) the use of terrorism. Yet in the last seven years he has fulfilled both pledges. He …………………... (has used) the new Palestinian police force to crack down on Hamas and other terrorist groups. He …………………... (has proved) his desire for peace by dropping demands for a Palestinian state as a precondition for negotiating agreements with Israel. He …………………... (has demonstrated) statesmanship by his willingness to postpone resolution of the controversies over Jerusalem, the settlements, refugees and statehood. Above all, he …………………... (has shown) understanding, even wisdom, in agreeing to the security guarantees that Israel requires in order to withdraw its forces from Gaza and parts of the West Bank.


�









Losing my Virginity – Richard Branson, the autobiography 1999





‘A family that would have killed for each other.’1950—1963








MY CHILDHOOD ………………… (IS) SOMETHING of a blur to me now, but there …………………  (are) several episodes that stand out. I do remember that my parents continually ………………… (set) us challenges. My mother ………………… (was) determined to make us independent. When I was four years old, she ………………… (stopped) the car a few miles from our house and ………………… (made) me find my own way home across the fields. I ………………… (got) hopelessly lost. My youngest sister Vanessa’s earliest memory ………………… (is) being woken up in the dark one January morning because Mum ………………… (had decided) I should cycle to Bournemouth that day. Mum ………………… (packed) some sandwiches and an apple and ………………… (told) me to find some water along the way.


Bournemouth was fifty miles away from our home in Shamley Green, Surrey. I ………………… (was) under twelve, but Mum ………………… (thought) that it would teach me the importance of stamina and a sense of direction. I remember setting off in the dark, and I ………………… (have) a vague recollection of staying the night with a relative. I ………………… (have) no idea how I ………………… (found) their house, or how I ………………… (got) back to Shamley Green the next day, but I do remember finally walking into the kitchen like a conquering hero, feeling tremendously proud of my marathon bike ride and expecting a huge welcome.


‘Well done, Ricky,’ Mum ………………… (greeted) me in the kitchen, where she ………………… (was chopping) onions. ‘Was that fun? Now could you run along to the vicar’s? He’s got some logs he wants chopping and I told him that you’d be back any minute.’
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